Preliminary Developments
Of great importance to the initial concepts of the soil type and series were the ideas of Milton Whitney, Chief of the Division of Soils, USDA. His understanding of soils and their genesis had largely been shaped by his previous experience in Maryland, primarily with soils between Chesapeake Bay and the Appalachian Mountains. His ideas are well expressed in a bulletin about soils of Maryland (Whitney, 1893). Among other things, Whitney referred to kinds of soils as soil formations. This is but a short step from ge%gica/jormations which, in Whitney's view, governed the nature of soils.
That Whitney took such ideas with him to his new job is demonstrated by a passage in one of the annual reports of the Division of Soils (Whitney, 1898a):
The classification of soils should be based, where possible, on the geology of the region. Soils are derived from the disintegration of rocks. These rocks have been formed under peculiar conditions which determine to a large extent their I Retired soil scientist, 4613 Beechwood Road, College Park, MD 20740.
